
	GO International 

Paid Work Options
	Main Seasons for Jobs

	
	Summer
	Fall
	Winter
	Spring

	Location and Major Employers
	Min. & Max. Duration for Jobs
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept.
	Oct.
	Nov.
	Dec.
	Jan.
	Feb.
	March
	April

	Vancouver
	4 months  min. except in summer and December when it can be less
	New jobs in retail and cafes open up every week but in most cases these openings are not planned and therefore employers cannot pre-hire for these jobs.  So Vancouver is a destination best suited for the Basic Program applicants who will find a job from GI’s Hot Job List after they arrive and who can commit to a minimum of 4 months in one job. CWHP Full Service and ECP Full Service applicants usually cannot be placed in Vancouver. Only a few employers in Vancouver will hire in advance so there are just a few opportunities for people in Vancouver who are prepared to stay at least 4-6 months in one job and who can start their work term at the start of high season (May or June start or September start).  Most employers hire only for immediate openings. Exceptions: Basic program participants who can start a job in late June/early July can sometimes get a job for 2 months only and there are some retail positions available just for the month of December (pre-Christmas sales). Occasionally Basic Program participants get jobs at other times in the year for 3 months but most find they need to be available for 4 months to get an offer.

	Cafes, shops, restaurants,

Tourist attractions
	
	

	Various Locations in B.C.
	7 weeks min, 

10 weeks max for summer and 16-20 weeks in winter
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Summer Camps

Remote Lodges

BC Interior ski resorts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Whistler
	4 months min. and 5 months max. in winter (December to April) and 2 months min, 3 months max in summer (July and August)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ski Resort Operator

Hotels, Shops, Restaurants, Adventure Tour operators…
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Banff
	4 months in summer (mid-May to late September) and 4 months in Winter - End of November to end of March
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hotels, Shops, Restaurants, Wilderness related
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jasper
	Same seasonal pattern as Banff
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
[image: image1]

	Hotels, Shops, Restaurants, Wilderness related
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Victoria
	5 months in summer (May to late September) and 6 weeks at the Xmas season (late November to New Year)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hotels, Shops, Limited Tour operations
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Vancouver Island
	Same seasonal pattern as Victoria
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hotels, Shops, Movie Theatres
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ontario (not Toronto)
	7-10 weeks for camps and 4 months for ski season 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Summer Camps, Summer Inns/Hotels, Ski Resorts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Quebec 

(French Speaking only)
	Same seasonal patterns as Ontario
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hotels and ski resorts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Arrows indicate when jobs in that location usually start and end. Start dates for jobs will be within one or two weeks of the date indicated by the start of the arrow.   Example, winter jobs in Whistler usually start in mid December and end in mid April but some jobs may start a week or two earlier and some may end a week to a month later depending on the ski conditions that year.

HOW TO USE THIS CHART TO PLAN YOUR TRIP: First, decide when you can arrive and look down the column for that month to see where jobs are starting at that date and how long you have to stay.  

Alternatively, decide where you want to work and look across at the dates to see when jobs usually start in that location and how long you have to stay. If you are doing the English Coop Program, you have to study English before starting your job so you must count back from the job start date by the number of weeks/months you need to study to find your program start date.  If you are coming on the Canadian Working Holiday Program – Full Service Option, you need to apply at least 12 weeks before the job start date for the location you want to work in so we can arrange the interview for you when the employers are making their hiring decisions.  If you plan to do the Canadian Working Holiday Program- Basic Option and you want to work in one of the resort locations, you should be aware that employers make their hiring decisions for the seasonal positions a few months before the season starts so you need to arrive at least 2-3 months before the season starts to interview and get a job offer for the coming high season.
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